Hepatoid adenocarcinoma of the stomach - a rare pathological entity.
Hepatoid adenocarcinoma is a rare cancer with an extremely poor prognosis. Here, we describe two cases referred to our hospital with suspected gastric cancer. Gastrointestinal endoscopy revealed lesions in the stomach. Biopsy from the lesions was reported as adenocarcinoma. Both the patients underwent exploratory laparotomy. One was an operable lesion and the other was an inoperable lesion. Total gastrectomy was done in the operable lesion and feeding jejunostomy was done in the inoperable case. Histologically, both turned out to be hepatoid adenocarcinomas. Retrospective analysis showed the serum levels of alphafetoprotein (AFP) are markedly elevated in both cases. We describe this rare entity of hepatoid adenocarcinoma of the stomach, and review the literature concerning the clinicopathological aspects of the cases.